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greater quantities in tumours. The pursuit of
biochemical markers of cancer cells which
would allow the unambiguous recognition of
the disease has been for many years the
"'Holy Grail" of experimental and clinical
oncologists. Accordingly, the extent to which
the measurement of such oncodevelopmental
markers has contributed to the diagnosis and
prognosis of human tumours features promi-
nently in this volume. Valuable as they are in
this context, cancer markers do not exist for
the clinician, nor to justify the activities of
scientists who discover them. They must play
an important role in the normal developing
embryo or in adult proliferating tissue. Since
expression of different oncodevelopmental
markers is associated with the various stages
of development of different organs, it is
probable that they serve some useful purpose
at specific stages of development. One
attractive hypothesis is that certain onco-
developmental markers are important for the
identification and recognition ofdifferent cell
types during embryogenesis, or for the timing
ofthe metabolic processesrequiredfororgano-
genesis or differentiation. On this theory our
knowledge of the relationship of the expres-
sion of the markers to the carcinogenic
process may be critical to our understanding
of how carcinogens (chemical and/or viral)
act.
The many contributions in this book (an
exemplary one of its kind) bring these and
other objectives into focus in a series of
excellent reviews.
M. MOORE
Clinical Gynaecologic Oncology. P. J.
DISAIA & W. T. CREASMAN (1981) Toronto:
C. V. Mosby. 478 pp.
This is an eiltirely new North American
text book written by experienced gynae-
cologists with students and non-specialist
medical readers in mind. The length of the
text and the detailed information available
make it a reference book. There are chapters
on all the neoplastic diseases encountered by
a specialist gynaecological oncologist, and,
importantly for these readers, chapters on the
difficult subjects of cancer in pregnancy and
breast disease as well as background informa-
tioIl on gynaecological radiotherapy, chemo-
therapy and tumour immunology. The
illustratioins, particularly thoseinthechapters
on the cervix are good, and the style makes
the text very readable. The book will have to
complete with the established texts on this
subject. It has the inevitable advantage of
being very up-to-date in the references
presented and this, commendably, is not at
the expense oftheolder,establishedliterature.
There is a very real attempt to identify and
discuss the problems in management pre-
sented by some of the diseases (micro-
invasive carcinoma of the cervix, early
carcinoma of the body of the uterus and
advanced carcinoma of the ovary) as well
as clear accounts of the rarer gynaecological
malignancies. The best chapters of the book
are those devoted to the diagnosis and
management of carcinoma of the cervix and
are refreshing fortheirclarity.Thesamestand-
ard is not achieved on corpus, uteri and
ovary, and here European doctors will find
the bias towards North American patterns of
investigation and management less helpful.
This book deserves a place as a library text
for those studying gynaecology and radio-
therapy.
R. HUNTER
Lymphatic System Metastasis. Eds L.
WEISS, H. A. GILBERT & S. C. BALLON
(1981) Boston: G. K. Hall 537 pp. $55.00
This volume, the third in a Metastasis
Monograph series, consists of a series of
articles by over 40 authors, and considers
mainly the clinical, rather than experimental
animal situation. This is perhaps a reflection,
at least in part, ofthe paucity ofgood experi-
mental models for lymphatic dissemination
oftumours, and, as emphasized inthe opening
chapter on general pathophysiology of meta-
stasis, it is impossible to make a general
statement on whether lymph nodes are an
especially favourable or hostile environment
for cancer cells.
Several chapters deal with general con-
siderations of diagnosis, using radiological
imaging, biopsy and dissection, and thera-
peutic considerations involving radiotherapy,
chemotherapy and the rationale of combined
radiotherapy and chemotherapy. Over half
the book is a series of 20 clinical chapters
dealing with metastases within the lymphatic
systemfrom malignancies ofdifferent primary